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President’s Message

Welcome to CONSTELLATIONS!

While the past 22 months have been a roller coaster for everyone, practitioners of live performance such as
theater have been among the hardest hit. As we slowly attempt to find our “new normal” while learning to
live safely and responsibly with the pandemic, I've been greatly inspired by the pure passion, enthusiasm,
and eagerness of our entire community to get TIP back onstage. Last month's staged reading of NATURAL
SHOCKS was a great success; | can't imagine a better way to continue the series than with this fascinating
two-hander by one of the most talented writers in the business. | am fortunate to be part of the production
team for these readings, and the process has only confirmed something I've known since the theater bug bit
me in high school: artists truly have their ears and hearts to the ground. In this moment of reemergence, |
encourage everyone to look to artists and the arts to bring us back to life.

Thank you for your support of TIP. We're so happy to see you again. Enjoy the show!
Gratefully,

Brian Berdanier
President, Tokyo International Players

TIP extends our warmest thanks to the following donors for their generous support in 2020-2021. To make
a contribution of your own, please visit our website: https://www.tokyoplayers.org/donate
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Constellations by Nick Payne

This spellbinding, romantic journey begins with a simple encounter between a man and
a woman. But what happens next defies the boundaries of the world we think we know-
delving into the infinite possibilities of their relationship and raising questions about the
difference between choice and destiny.
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What is a staged reading? Quite simply, it is theater in its purest form: actors, directors, and
scripts, with minimal "bells and whistles” to distract from the text itself. Some or all stage
directions may be read aloud. Sets, costumes, and lighting effects are reduced to the barest
essential. It is perhaps closest in form to a radio play or audiobook, performed for a live
audience!
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If multiple universes do exist, Nicolas is glad to be
inhabiting the one where he can work on this challenging
but beautiful play with such a talented team, especially
the wonderful Kate Prior, who really does make quantum
physics sound exciting. This is Nicolas's sixth show for

TIP, not counting his appearances in COZY READS 1 and

2 during the height of the pandemic. In the real world,
Nicolas teaches English, drama and Theory of Knowledge
to some of the best students in the world. He would like to
thank TIP and especially Kimie Mizuno and Lizzie Howard
for keeping theatre alive in Tokyo and helping him survive
the past two years.

Maths teacher by day and performer by night, Kate is
delighted to be gack on stage, post pandemic.
CONSTELLATIONS is such a moving and dynamic piece,
and brin?ing it to life as a reading has been a challenging
yet hugely enjoyable experience, although performing
without memorising lines is an odd sensation! Kate has
been a member of TIP for two years, beginning her
journey in CINDERELLA rehearsals as Marie/Fairy God-
mother, and lately, performing in COZY READS CHAPTER 2
on Zoom. Originally from the UK, Kate has also appeared
in plays and musicals in both England and Dubai; recent
roles include Felicity Cunningham in THE REAL INSPECTOR
HOUND, Julie Jordan in CAROUSEL and Sue in ABIGAIL'S
PARTY. Kate hopes you enjoy exploring the many ups and
downs of the universe that is Marianne and Roland’s
rf]lationship, and thanks you for coming to support the
show.
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